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(4)—The Cholecysto-Duodenal Syndrome
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The frequency of biliary disease in the stout middle-aged housewife
suggests this diagnosis \\hen such a patient complains of flatulence,
epigastric fullness, and heartburn after food, and occasional spasms of
upper abdominal pain. First of all by operathe exposure, and latterly
by radiological findings, it has been found that many of these patients
have normal gall-bladders but are suffering from duodena! ulcer. They
never complain of hunger
pains, as they habitually
eat   between   meals  and
allay the pain ere it is re-
cognizable. The frequent
eating, usually of carbo-
hydrate, leads to obesity
and causes gastric flatu-
lence. The severe attacks
of pain,  often  mistaken
for mild biliary colic, are
difficult to explain but are
probably due to pyloro-
spasm.
X-ray picture
Cholecystography shows
a normal gall - bladder
shadow, and screening
after a barium meal a
marked deformity of the
duodenal cap.
(5)—Coincident Infec-
tions
fig. 119.—Abdominal triad. Cholecystitis with
gall-stones, duodenal ulcer, and subacute
appendicitis
In both the diagnosis and
treatment of biliary disease
it must be borne in mind
that coincident lesions
are not infrequent in the
vermiform appendix and in the duodenum (see Fig. 119). The clinical Pwblemsin
picture and the differential diagnosis are disconcerting and difficult if the
possibility of this triad of lesions is not considered. At one period one
lesion may assert itself, at another time another, and in some cases, par-
ticularly in highly strung subjects, the variation in complaint may sug-
gest a large functional element in the case. I have had to deal surgically
with 40 patients in whom a chronic lesion was found in the appendix,
gall-bladder, and duodenum, and all three lesions were dealt with. In a
number of cases in which one or other of the lesions was overlooked
at operation subsequent operative measures have been required. In
several of these cases a similar streptococcus has been isolated at

